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Justice minister: West should stand by Turkey in its war against terror
}} M HIS interview with Daily Sabah, Justice Minister Abdiilhamit Giil touched on some of the recent issues

on the country’s agenda, including Turkey’s war on the PKK and Giilenist Terror Group (FETO) terror; the
questions over the possibility of Peoples’ Democratic Party’s (HDP) presidential candidate Selahattin Demirtass
release from prison; the extradition process of FETO leader, Fetullah Giilen; the ruling Justice and Development
Party’s (AK Party) pledge for a more independent judiciary. PAGES
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counterterrorism laws aske

Turkey expects the same level

of cooperation from Western
countries in its fight against terrorist
organizations like the PKK, FETO
and the DHKP-G, as it did against
Daesh, the justice minister said. He
added that the country won’t change
its counterterrorism

laws — as demanded by the

EU - due to its possible

weakening effect

NUR GZKAN ERBAY - ANKARA

IN AN exclusive interview with Daily Sabah, Jus-
) tice Minister Abdiilhamit Gl said Western coun-
tries have a hypocritical attitude about Turkey’s war on
terror. The minister emphasized that they only cooperate
with Ankara against Daesh but fail to do so against other
terrorist groups including the PKK and the Giilenist Ter-
ror Group (FETO). Giil added that that the Interpol sec-
retariat general’s uncooperative demeanor hinders Tur-
key’s war on terror and delays the judicial process.

Regarding the change in Turkey’s counterterrorism
laws demanded by the EU as a prerequisite for visa-free
travel, Gal underscored that its impossible to “imple-
ment changes that could weaken™ Turkey’s counterter-
rorism efforts.

He also talked about the Peoples’ Democratic Party’s
(HDP) presidential candidate, Selahattin Demirtas. The
minister responded to the calls of the opposition to re-
lease Demirtag saying it is a matter of the judiciary and
that they wouldn't “tolerate any advice, statement or sug-
gestion aiming to manipulate the judicial process”

Touching on the status of Pastor Andrew Craig
Brunson, who is a U.S. citizen currently under arrest in
Turkey for committing crimes on behalf of the PKK and
FETO, Gill underscored that “the independent and ob-
jective courts of Turkey will decide whether he is a pastor
or a spy, not the Americans.”

Meanwhile, he highlighted the new presidential gov-
ernment system that Turkey will transform into after the
elections on June 24, Gl underscored that the new sys-
tem will usher Turkey into an era with a more powerful
Parliament and government.

M Daily Sabah: What is the latest on the extradi-
tion of FETO members who have been a part of ter-
rorist activities including the coup attempt? How do
you evaluate the demeanor of states who continue to
protect these individuals despite mutual extradition
agreements?

Abdiilhamit Giil: These requests were made by the
judiciary and according to the international agreements.
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Gill said that independent Turkish courts will decide whether Andrew Brunson, a U.S. citizen in Turkey currently under arrest, is a priest or a spy.

In this regard, especially the Interpol secretariat general’s
uncooperative demeanor hinders Turkey’s war on terror
and delays the judicial process. The main reason for this
is Interpol insistently avoids defining FETO’s murders as
terrorist attacks.

Interpol is disregarding the terrorizing coup attempt
on July 15 2016, which martyred 251 and injured 2,194
our citizens. Our President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is fol-
lowing the topic quite closely.

As you know, recently the Greek Court has decided to
extradite one FETO member to Turkey. This is a result of
Turkey’s decisive stance on the matter. As our president
states, our National Intelligence’s intensive work on this
matter have been yielding results effectively.

Meanwhile, some Western countries don't even feel
the need to hide their hypocritical demeanor, despite the
fairly recent terrorist attacks in France, Belgium, the UK.
and Germany which led to the death of hundreds of in-
nocents.

These bitter facts are out there, the West should
stop categorizing terrorist organizations on the basis of
whether they are harmful to their countries or not. Inter-
national documents such as UN. resolutions, the Coun-
cil of Europe Prevention of Terrorism Agreement and
bilateral and multilateral extradition agreements validate
our quUCSlS.

However, Europe only cooperates when the enemy is
Daesh. Meanwhile, we as Turkey seek cooperation against
all terrorist organizations including Daesh. Frankly, I be-
lieve there isn’ta country beside Turkey, which approach-
es to this subject matter sincerely and comprehensively.

Our counterterrorism efforts will continue until the
last terrorist is deactivated, no matter their name; Daesh,
FETO, DHKP-C [Revolutionary People’s Liberation Par-
ty/Front] or the PKK. There is no importance about the
name of the terror organization for Turkey.

B DS: The European Union presents a change in
Turkey’s current counterterrorism laws as a prerequi-
site of visa exemption negotiations. What is your take
on this matter?

AG: For the implementation of visa-free travel, the
EU is demanding Turkey to render its counterterrorism
laws compatible with the European standards; they are
asking us to soften these laws.

Before discussing this matter, it should be expressed
that visa-exemption isn't a grace of the EU; it was a re-
sult of seeking resolutions that would address the refugee
crisis.

Therefore, despite being a natural process, we cannot
allow these negotiations turn into a control mechanism
imposed on Turkey. This process shouldn’t be trans-
formed into a political debate and abuse the trust of our
citizens to EU.

On the contrary, it should deepen the relations be
tween Turkey and the EU. We want the process to pro-
ceed and we're evaluating all steps; however, it's not pos-
sible for us to implement changes that could weaken our
counterterrorism efforts. Since there are premises, which
were taken, there are also efforts to daunt Turkey with
perpetual new conditions.

Since the principal interlocutor of the matter is our
Foreign Ministry but it needs to be said that our country
has taken every step to show its commitment by meeting
with 65 out of the 72 criteria in addition to continuing
efforts for the other seven criteria.

B DS: The leader of the main opposition party,
along with almost all presidential candidates of the
opposition, request the release of the Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party’s (HDP) presidential candid: lahatti
Demirtag, who is currently incarcerated. Demirtag is
still on trial. Could you evaluate this in the context of
the judicial process?

AG: The opposition might have a wish or might criti-
cize, this is fine; however, we won't tolerate any advice,
statement or suggestion aiming to manipulate the judi-
cial process.

While talking about Selahattin Demirtas all should
be aware that he is currently incarcerated because of “ad-
ministering a terrorist organization, propagating terror-
ism, opposing the law on meetings and demonstrations,
openly inciting hate and animosity, inciting the public to
disobey laws, inciting to commit a crime and praising a
crime and criminal” and his trial continues.

Opposition parties are disregarding these facts and
trying to discredit an ongoing trial before the public.
Demirtag was designated as a presidential candidate
while he has been arrested more than a year ago. Should
he be freed because he is a nominated candidate? This
is absurd.

This decision is within the jurisdiction of only the
judiciary. The public is watching all of these discussions
and will respond at the ballot box. Justice cannot be tram-
pled just because a person is a presidential candidate. Jus-
tice is for all, not for a select few.

B DS: The main opposition’s presidential candid:
Muharrem ince said that a U.S. citizen told him that
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Fetullah Giilen's extradition request wasn’t a proper
one. What is your response to this allegation?

AG: Muharrem Ince is a presidential candidate and
aims to become the president with public support. I be
lieve it’s our right to expect a more national and suprana-
tional stance from him in regards with Turkey’s counter-
terrorism efforts. These matters cannot be discussed with
vague statements like “a U.S. citizen.”

He is obliged to prove his allegation. Precisely with
whom has he spoken with? What proof does ince have?
From where in the U.S. was he called? Washington, D.C.,
New York or Pennsylvania? He should specify these first

We have appealed to the U.S. seven times for the ex-
tradition of the FETO ringleader. All of our appeals were
in line with the “Agreement on the Return of Criminals
and Mutual Legal Assistance on Criminal Matters be-
tween Turkey and the U.S”

Moreover, we have attached adequate evidence. In
terms of content and formality, our requests satisfy all
provisions that are specified in the mutual agreement.
Although we have processed our requests over the re-
turn of FETO’s ringleader ina proper way, we invited the
delegation of the Republican People’s Party (CHP) to our
ministry for an information meeting.

B DS: Whats the latest about the return process
of FET(’s leader? Considering the legal process in
the U.S. judiciary, where does Turkey stand at the mo-
ment?

AG: As I have expressed in the previous question, we
have submitted seven separate return requests to the U.S.
for Fetullah Giilen; four of these requests are related to
crimes prior to the July 15 coup attempt, while the re-
maining three are related to the coup attempt and the at
tempted assassination of President Erdogan.

Our president, the prime minister and foreign min
ister are closely observing the legal process; they also
continue to express Turkey’s expectations regarding the
immediate extradition of Giilen whenever they have
high-level meetings with their foreign counterparts. We
are waiting for the U.S. to approve Gilen's extradition as
the files we have submitted are proper and complete.

B DS: What are your opinions about the Hakan
Atilla trial?

AG: This trial shouldnt be evaluated by its results; it
should be considered asa process. If we remind ourselves
how this trial began and proceeded, we will have a clearer
picture whether it has any value legally.

It’s an ongoing trial which is “supported” by witnesses
bought from the treacherous FETO along with acquired
fabricated and illegal evidence.

In our opinion, this trial, which became rebuttable
due to the loss of objectivity by the actions and state-
ments of U.S. prosecutors and judges, is nothing but an
attempt of FETO to conclude a half-finished operation
in the U.S. In this respect, his sentence wasn’t a surprise.

With sadness, we watched the U.S. legal system be-
come a tool for such a scheme. This process has lost its
legality a long time ago and is of no worth to us.

B DS: The U.S. is constantly demanding the release
of Pastor Brunson. There are claims that this matter is
being used as a means to hinder military and political
agreements between Turkey and the U.S. What is your
take on this subject?

AG: The independent and objective courts of Turkey
will decide whether Andrew Craig Brunson is a priest or
aspy, not the U.S. This is an ongoing trial and we cannot
talk on behalf of the court; the independent court will
decide what is what. This is a public case and the trial is
transparent; the court will have the last say in this mat
ter. We should not allow this matter to create a political
crisis between the two countries; let’s allow the judiciary
to do its job.

For the full interview visit dailysabah.com



